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HERESY  OF  SPINOZA  SERMON  TOPIC 

Rabbi  Steinberg  Will  Discuss  Noted  Philosopher 
in  Second  Lecture  of  Current  Series 


Spinoza,  the  rebel  against  dogma,  will  provide  the  topic  of  Rabbi  Steinberg’s 
sermon  on  Friday  evening,  February  23rd.  This  will  be  the  second  of  a  series  on 
the  theme,  “Modern  Jewish  Heretics  and  What  They  Rebelled  Against,”  which  was 
initiated  last  Friday  evening  with  a  discussion  of  Uriel  d’Acosta. 

Rabbi  Steinberg’s  treatment  of  d’Acosta  was  unusually  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive.  The  sketch  of  his  life  traced  an  almost  incredibly  bizarre  story.  Following 
his  flight  from  Portugal  to  Amsterdam,  where  he  renounced  his  ecclesiastical  position 
as  a  Maranno,  d’Acosta  embraced  Judaism  and  its  God  concept. 

However,  he  twice  rebelled  against 


ADULT  GROUP  SURVEYS 
EARLY  CHRISTIANITY 
Current  Events  Group  Holds 
Spirited  Discussions 

“Primitive  Christianity  and  its  Relation 
to  Judaism”  will  be  the  subject  of  Rabbi 
Steinberg’s  address  at  the  next  regular 
session  of  the  course  on  Comparative  Re¬ 
ligion,  to  meet  Monday  evening,  March 
4th. 

The  discussion  will  center  around  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
and  their  relation  to  the  main  body  of 
Judaism  at  that  time.  In  addition,  the 
work  and  influence  of  Paul,  the  growth 
of  the  early  Christian  Church  and  its 
severance  from  the  parent  Jewish  body 
will  be  treated  in  their  historic  and  doc¬ 
trinal  perspectives. 

Hess  To  Present  Study 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Current 
Events  Discussion  Group,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
E.  Hess  will  present  a  study  of  “Jewries 
in  the  Balkans  and  the  Influence  of  World 
Events  on  Them.” 

This  theme  is  planned  to  continue  along 
the  lines  set  at  the  previous  session  of  the 
group  on  February  19th,  when  Mr.  Sid¬ 
ney  W.  Gottlieb  analyzed  the  background 
of  Polish  Jews.  Following  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Gottlieb’s  paper,  certain 
fundamental  questions  were  posed  which 
provoked  an  animated  cross-fire  of  dis¬ 
cussion. 


what  he  regarded  as  Pharisee-ism  on  the 
part  of  the  Rabbis’  ritual  in  the  Syna¬ 
gogue  at  that  time;  yet  each  time  he 
returned  to  the  fold,  admitting  his  error. 
Nevertheless,  he  still  found  himself  unable 
to  adjust  his  ideas  to  the  pattern  of  his 
environment  and,  ultimately,  chose  death 
as  the  solution  to  his  confusion. 

Significance  of  Ritual 

In  evaluating  d’Acosta  and  his  rebellion 
against  ritual,  Rabbi  Steinberg  pointed  out 
the  inevitability  of  ritual  in  the  life  of 
any  religious  or  social  group.  He  de¬ 
scribed  ritual  as  “the  aesthetic  of  religious 
life”  in  the  sense  that  it  is  a  means  for 
vitalizing  the  abstract  ideas  and  ideals  of 
religious  tradition.  Further,  Rabbi  Stein¬ 
berg  indicated  the  essential  role  ritual 
plays  in  survival  of  minority  religions  and 
cultures,  for,  observed  in  the  light  of  its 
true  spiritual  significance,  ritual  perpetu¬ 
ates  the  communion  with  religious  and 
social  tradition. 

Coming  Sermons 

The  sermon  centered  around  Spinoza 
which  will  take  place  next  Friday  evening 
will  tell  the  story  of  another  fascinating 
personality  who  protested  against  what 
he  considered  to  be  inherent  weaknesses  of 
traditional  Judaism.  Following  Friday 
evenings  will  bring  lectures  on  Solomon 
Maimon  and  Heinrich  Heine  successively. 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

Young  Folks  League 

Tuesday  evening,  February  20th,  8:30  P.M. 

Emigre  Group 

Wednesday  evening,  February  21  st 

Friday  Evening  Service 
February  23 rd,  8:30  P.M. 

Oneg  Shabbat  in  Vestry 
Saturday  Morning  Service 
February  24 th,  9:30  A.M. 

Junior  Congregation 
10:30  A.M. 

Convention  Dance  of  Young  Peoples’ 
Leagues  of  United  Synagogues 

Saturday  evening,  February  24 th,  8:30  P.M. 

Sunday  School  Sessions 
Brotherhood  Day  Service 
February  25 th,  9:45  A.M. 

Sisterhood  Dutch  Supper 

Sunday  evening,  February  25 th 
Choral  Group 

Alonday  evening,  February  2 6th 

Sisterhood  Meeting 

Tuesday  afternoon,  February  21th,  1:30  P.Al. 

Parent-Teachers  Association  Meeting 

Tuesday  evening,  February  21th,  8:30  P.M. 
Junior  Congregation  Oneg  Shabbat 
Friday  afternoon,  March  1  st,  4:30  P.Al. 
Friday  Evening  Service 
March  1st,  8:30  P.M. 

Oneg  Shabbat  in  Vestry 
Saturday  Morning  Service 
March  2nd,  9:30  A.M. 

Junior  Congregation 
10:30  A.M. 

Sunday  School  Sessions 

March  f>rd,  9:45  A.M. 

Adult  Classes’ 

Choral  Group 

Alonday  evening,  March  \th 


Steinberg's  Book  Hailed 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  News — 

Milton  Steinberg’s  "As  a  Driven  Leaf’’  is  an 
outstandingly  fine  achievement  .  .  .  learned  with 
never  the  slightest  suspicion  of  pedantry.  There 
is  no  library  dust  upon  the  author’s  swiftly  mov¬ 
ing  and  exciting  historical  pageant. 

Omaha,  Neb.  Morning  World-Herald — 

Reading  this  chronicle  is  much  like  reading 
contemporary  history.  .  .  .  Nearly  500  pages  of 
sometimes  sonorous,  sometimes  rapier-like  prose. 

.  .  .  An  intelligent,  hard-hitting  novel  that  never 
for  a  moment  loses  its  narrative  drive.  .  .  .  This 
is  a  book  that  the  discriminating  reader  cannot 
afford  to  neglect. 

Hartford,  Conn.  Times — 

A  thrilling  novel.  ...  It  is  no  dry-as-dust 
treatise;  though  it  deals  with  persons  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  First  Century,  it  is  as  up  to  date  as 
a  fireside  talk  by  F.D.R.  .  .  .  The  book  is  lengthy, 
480  pages,  but  there  are  no  dull  ones.  It  is  as 
interesting  an  historical  novel  as  has  come  to 
this  reviewer’s  attention  in  many  a  month,  and  it 
should  have  great  popularity. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  News — 

The  novel  is  a  worthy  one.  It  is  distinctive 
in  its  writing  and  in  its  approach  both  to  the 
creation  of  character  and  to  the  re-creation  of  a 
bygone  time.  There  are  many  pages  yet  there 
is  no  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  reader  of 
excessive  length.  The  book  is  too  compact,  too 
filled  wfith  clear  portraits  and  incisive  action  to 
falter. 

Carl  J.  Wiegman,  Reviewer  for  Chicago  Tribune, 
in  personal  letter  to  Rabbi  Steinberg — 

You  write  beautifully.  Some  of  those  scenes 
in  Palestine  (a  dull  place  to  boys  who  went  to 
my  Sunday  school )  I  could  see  and  hear  and 
smell.  And  I  marvelled  at  your  ability  to  discuss 
philosophical  and  theological  problems  without 
using  the  heathenish  jargon  of  the  philosophers 
and  theologians. 

I  am  grateful  to  you  for  helping  me  resolve 
some  of  the  problems  of  my  own  faith.  I  under¬ 
stand  for  the  first  time  the  debt  that  Christianity 
owes  to  Judaism. 

Daniel  A.  Poling,  Editor,  Christian  Herald — 
The  book  carries  a  message  for  readers  of 
every  religious  faith.  More  than  any  other  novel 
I  have  read,  it  gives  to  profound  philosophical 
truths  the  reading  quality  of  fiction.  Both  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews  will  read  it  with  appreciation 
for  its  scholarship  and  sheer  beauty. 

Maurice  Samuels — 

It  is  a  splendid  contribution  to  worthwhile 
literature  and  possess  many  of  the  qualities  of 
greatness. 


Editor’s  Note:  For  those  who  desire  to  obtain 
a  copy  of  Rabbi  Steinberg’s  book  but  find  it 
inconvenient  to  do  so,  an  autographed  copy  of 
the  same  may  be  purchased  through  the  Scroll 
upon  receipt  of  an  order  accompanied  by  $2.50, 
plus  tax. 
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YORKVILLE  COUNCIL 
JOINED  BY  TEMPLE 

Samuel  Klein  New  Member 
of  Board  of  Trustees 

The  Board  of  Trustees  has  announced 
the  affiliation  of  our  Temple  with  the 
Yorkville  Civic  Council,  an  organization 
of  Yorkville  religious  and  cultural  groups 
which  is  largely  devoted  to  advancing  the 
friendly  relationship  between  the  various 
agencies  and  their  memberships.  It  was 
felt,  according  to  Mr.  Fred  Finn,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board,  that  this  affiliation 
will  give  our  synagogue  greater  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  contribute  to  civic  improvement, 
a  primary  objective  of  the  Council. 

New  Temple  Officials 

Mr,  Samuel  Klein,  for  several  years  a 
member  of  the  congregation  and  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  Jewish  communal  affairs,  has  been 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  In  addition,  Messrs.  Fred 
Abrams  and  Fred  Hirsch  were  designated 
members  of  the  Advisory  Council. 

Mr.  Klein  was  formerly  the  president 
of  the  Jewish  Community  Center  in  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.  Here,  he  has  been  serving  on 
the  Committee  on  Adult  Education  and 
the  Committee  for  Attendance  at  Sabbath 
Worship. 

MRS.  SOSKIN  TO  ADDRESS 

PARENT-TEACHER  GROUP 

Mrs.  Sophie  Soskin,  director  of  the 
Center  Academy  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  newly  formed  Parent- 
Teacher  Association,  to  be  held  on  Tues¬ 
day,  February  27th,  at  8:30  P.M.,  in  the 
vestry  rooms.  Mrs.  Soskin  will  discuss 
“The  Reaction  of  the  Child  to  a  Dual 
Culture  Background.” 

The  pertinence  of  this  theme  was  point¬ 
ed  out  by  Mr.  I.  B.  Oseas,  chairman  of 
the  association,  in  a  letter  to  the  member¬ 
ship.  Further,  her  extensive  experience  in 
conducting  a  school  where  two  cultures 
are  presented  has  made  Mrs.  Soskin 
uniquely  qualified  to  deal  with  her  subject. 

Following  a  short  business  meeting, 
Miss  Grace  Merlub  of  the  Sunday  school 
staff  will  teach  the  parents  several  Purim 
and  Sabbath  songs,  as  a  means  for  en¬ 
couraging  group  singing  at  home. 


Sisterhood  Dutch  Supper 

The  annual  Dutch  Supper,  sponsored 
by  the  Sisterhood,  will  be  held  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  February  25th,  at  6  P.M. 
All  members  of  the  congregation  and 
their  friends  are  urged  to  attend.  De¬ 
licious  food,  bridge  and  Mah  Jong  will 
be  features  of  the  occasion. 


TEMPLE  TID-BITS 

by  Fay  P.  Wiener 

Headliners:  Bernard  Botein  again  crashed  the 
front  page  when  Gov.  Lehman  appointed  the 
Synagogue’s  No.  1  Bachelor  as  counsel  to  the 
state  commission  now  investigating  printing  con¬ 
tracts.  .  .  .  "Son  avenges  father.”  In  true  Roman 
style,  Andrew  Arkin  wiped  a  vivid  stain  off  the 
Arkin  escutcheon  when  he  recently  out-tennised 
Vincent  Richards,  Jr.  in  a  tourney;  just  two  de¬ 
cades  back,  papa  Leonard  Arkin  pitted  himself 
vainly  against  the  withering  drives  of  Richards, 
Sr.  .  .  .  Sunday  School  professor  Harlan  Umansky 
twice  brightened  F.P.A.’s  "Conning  Tower”  with¬ 
in  the  past  weeks,  displaying  incontrovertible  tal¬ 
ent  as  both  poet  and  prose  stylist.  .  .  .  Those  of 
us  around  the  temple  who  have  missed  Jan 
Peerce,  who  is  now  touring  the  country,  take 
some  consolation  in  following  the  glowing  re¬ 
ports  that  trickle  back  into  the  city  papers.  .  .  . 
Overheard  in  the  Adult  Study  Class:  "Women  are 
infinitely  more  intelligent  than  men.”  The  author 
of  this  priceless  gem  is  none  other  than  the 
distinguished  Dr.  Jacob  Kaufmann.  ...  To 
Arthur  Gang  and  the  Coterie  gang:  thanks  for 
a  sparkling  and  really  thrilling  Friday  eve¬ 
ning.  .  .  .  Hither  and  thither:  While  Dr. 
Joseph  Stovin  is  cruising  the  Carribean  blue, 
Mrs.  Stovin  is  having  her  fun  here  too.  .  .  .  Recent 
Florida  fugitives  include  the  Alex  Ostrikers,  the 
David  Liebermans,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  and  Nat 
E.  Hess.  .  .  .  The  John  Schrottmans  have  returned, 
thereby  saving  us  a  phone  call  —  we  were 
wondering  why  they  hadn’t  been  around  to  ser¬ 
vices  lately.  .  .  .  Felicitations  to  Mr.  Leo  Epp- 
steiner  on  the  engagement  of  his  son  Lawrence 
to  Miss  Ruth  Koerner  of  Brookline,  Mass.  .  .  . 
To  Mrs.  Henrietta  Adams  on  the  marriage  of  her 
grandson.  ...  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Kleinbaum 
on  their  62nd  wedding  anniversary.  .  .  .  Welcome 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bruno  Mark,  latest  additions  to 
our  membership.  .  .  .  Good  luck  to  Edward 
Munves  on  his  new  business  venture.  .  .  .  Best 
wishes  for  speedy  recovery  to  Mrs.  Joseph  Lubin’s 
mother,  Mrs.  Emanuel  Rosenthal,  and  Victor 
Joseph,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Joseph. 

MEN  WANTED 

An  urgent  need  for  men  is  reported  by 
the  Choral  Group  of  the  Synagogue.  All 
men  who  are  interested  in  singing  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  the  group  which  meets 
every  Monday  evening  at  8  P.M. 
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SCHOOL  TO  MEET  WITH 
PRESBYTERIAN  GROUP 

Joint  Service  Will  Mark 
Brotherhood  Day 

Brotherhood  day  will  be  celebrated  by 
our  Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning, 
February  25th,  when  it  will  be  host  to  the 
children  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church. 
A  joint  service  will  be  held  which  will 
include  singing,  responsive  reading,  ser- 
monettes  by  representatives  of  the  two 
religious  bodies. 

This  meeting  will  be  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  this  vicinity.  Rabbi  Steinberg 
will  deliver  the  opening  prayer  and  Dr. 
Paul  Wolfe  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian 
Church  will  offer  the  closing  prayer.  Par¬ 
ents  are  invited  to  this  joint  service  which 
begins  at  9:45  A.M. 

Operetta  Being  Prepared 

An  original  Purim  operetta  is  being 
prepared  by  members  of  the  high  school 
classes  of  the  Sunday  School  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Grace  Merlub  and  Mr. 
Moshe  Davis.  The  opus  will  be  presented 
in  the  vestry  rooms  on  March  17th. 

The  operetta  promises  to  present  a  start¬ 
ling  revision  of  the  Book  of  Esther.  For 
example,  after  much  research,  the  young 
composers  discovered  that  the  original 
meeting  of  the  “good  king  Ahasuerus” 
and  Esther  took  place  in  a  fish  market. 
Members  of  the  cast  include  Walter 
Scheinman  as  king,  Florence  Suckno  as 
Esther,  Hortense  Levy  as  the  “framed” 
Queen  Vasthi,  Mickey  Weiss  as  the  vindic¬ 
tive  Haman,  and  Normal  Siegel  playing 
two  roles  as  Mordecai  and  the  Judge. 

GRAPHOLOGIST  .  TO 
LECTURE 

The  Sisterhood  is  planning  a  novel  and 
interesting  program  for  its  meeting  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  February  27th,  at  1:30. 
Miss  Dorothy  Sara,  well-known  graph¬ 
ologist,  is  scheduled  to  address  the 
audience.  Following  her  lecture,  those 
present  will  have  a  chance  to  have  their 
handwriting  analyzed.  Another  pleasant 
feature  is  to  be  an  informal  visit  by  Rabbi 
Steinberg.  Refreshments  will  bring  the 
program  to  a  close. 


COTERIES  DONATE  FLAG 
IN  IMPRESSIVE  CEREMONY 

Youthful  Speakers  Discuss 
Zionism  from  Pulpit 

As  climax  to  their  participation  in  the 
Friday  evening  service  on  February  9th, 
the  three  Coterie  groups  presented  the 
Synagogue  with  a  Jewish  flag,  Jerome 
Horowitz  making  the  speech  of  presenta¬ 
tion. 

In  the  place  of  a  formal  sermon,  a 
series  of  talks  were  given  by  various 
Coterie  members  and  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Gang,  leader.  Louis  Heller  devoted  his 
speech  to  reconciling  Zionist  activity  with 
American  loyalty.  Phyllis  Sack  and  An¬ 
drew  Arkin  gave  their  views  on  what 
Palestine  expects  from  American  Jewish 
youth. 

Valentine  Party 

A  rollicking  Valentine  party  was  held 
by  the  senior  Coterie  division  at  Judy 
Klenert’s  home  on  Saturday  evening,  Feb¬ 
ruary  17th.  Among  the  more  auspi¬ 
ciously  successful  Valentine  pairings  were 
Phyllis  Brand  with  A1  Weiss,  Louis  Hel¬ 
ler  with  Judy  Klenert,  Dotty  Goldman 
with  Gordon  Saver,  Jerry  Horowitz  with 
Rene  Friedman. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  senior  Coteries 
will  take  place  on  March  3rd  when  Rabbi 
Zimet  will  lead  a  round  table  discussion. 

JUNIORS  TO  LEAD  SERVICE 

The  annual  combined  Sabbath  morning 
service  of  the  congregation  and  Junior 
Congregation,  with  members  of  the  latter 
group  officiating,  will  take  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday  morning,  May  nth.  Rehearsals 
for  this  event  are  now  being  held  under 
the  direction  of  Cantor  Putterman. 

There  is  still  opportunity  for  junior 
congregants  to  win  the  privilege  of  of¬ 
ficiating.  At  rehearsals  which  are  held 
each  Friday  afternoon  at  4  P.M.  in  the 
vestry  rooms,  prospective  junior  rabbis, 
cantors,  readers,  choir  leaders  and  singers 
are  being  taught  their  roles.  Those  who 
demonstrate  the  greatest  proficiency  will 
be  selected  to  take  over  the  services  in 
the  temple  on  Muv  nth  when  Rabbi 
Steinberg  and  Cantor  Putterman  will  oc¬ 
cupy  the  sidelines. 


